
 

Ohio City Incorporated Minutes 

Board Meeting 2/05/2014 

 

Present: A. Frondorf (arrived at 6:15), K. Knittel, C. Kurutz (arrived at 6:30), E. McLaughlin, 

R. Scheve, H. Smith, J. Wimbiscus, J. Uhlik, C. Schmitt, A. Mancuso, D. Garcia-Prignitz, D. 

Malone, F. Murphy, N. Leek-Nelson, M. Nosse 

Staff: E. Wobser, V. Houston 

Absent: S. Pollack  

President Uhlik called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m. The Transformation Alliance was 

unable to present at the meeting due to the weather.  

Board Interviews: Leek- Nelson 

The Governance Committee recommended two candidates for the two open board seats, both of 

which were interviewed at the meeting. George Asimou interviewed for the resident open seat, 

vacated by Octavia Davis in August of 2013 with 1 year left in the term. G. Asimou lives on West 

28th Street, is an associate at Jones Day and has experience and interest in education. N. Leek-

Nelson motioned to approve the candidate, H. Smith seconded and the board unanimously 

voted that G. Asimou join the Board of Directors.  

Greg Patt interviewed for the appointed seat with two years left in the term. G. Patt is owner of 

Orange Blossom Press in Ohio City, sits on the Market District Improvement Corporation Board 

and is chair of the Lake Metropolitan Housing Authority. N. Leek-Nelson motioned to appoint 

G.Patt to the seat, the motion was seconded by Roger Scheve. Discussion ensued about a conflict 

of interest for eligibility for the City of Cleveland’s Renovation Program if appointed to the 

Board. E. Wobser agreed to look into the situation, the Board unanimously voted to appoint G. 

Patt with his understanding of the conflict.  

Minutes: E. McLaughlin  

E. McLaughlin motioned to approve the December 4, 2013 Board Minutes. C. Schmitt seconded 

the motion. The minutes were unanimously approved.  

Website Presentation: V. Houston 

V. Houston presented an update to the www.ohiocity.org website. Updates including an 

interactive neighborhood guide and community calendar were highlighted. Suggestions were 

made to highlight places to donate, become a member, and add an event to the community 

calendar.  The site is due to launch the second week of February 2014.  

http://www.ohiocity.org/


Weekend in Ohio City Update: J. Uhlik 

J.Uhlik updated the directions about the recent communication about Weekend in Ohio City. 

Evening in Ohio City will continue for 2014 and start and end at the Transformer Station. Ohio 

City Incorporated will no longer lead and manage the Ohio City Home Tour. A letter from the 

Board of Directors to the membership was drafted for review, inviting members to a community 

meeting to discuss the change on Feb 27th. Discussion occurred about the strength and content 

of the letter. Staff will work on drafting a new letter for review.  

Executive Director Report: Eric Wobser 

E. Wobser gave an update on current workload and staff initiatives such as the membership 

drive, businesses that opened in the last month, and the launching of another bowling season for 

Near West Recreation. Ohio City Incorporated has welcomed two new staff members, Rosemary 

Mudry as a Near West Recreation Coordinator and Anna Enderle as a Physical Development 

Specialist.  

N. Leek-Nelson recommended that in the director’s report – a list of important dates be handed 

to the board in future meetings.  

Finance Committee Report: D. Garcia-Prignitz  

D. Garcia-Prignitz gave a general update about the organization’s finances including a purchase 

option on the parking lot on West 26th Street, the closing of the West 45th property by Feb 28th, 

office renovations, and the organization taking over management of 3500 Lorain Avenue.  

Governance Committee Report: N. Leek-Nelson, K. Knittel 

Governance met with Mike Graham of Strategy Design Partners to go over the committee’s 

charter. A few additions have been made including membership, HR policy review and 

orientation for new board members.  Kathleen Knittel, co-chair for the Ad Hoc Code of 

Regulations committee, went over work the committee has done including recommendations for 

changes to the Articles of Incorporation. The special board meeting on March 5th will be 

dedicated to this topic. In addition, a community meeting will be held on March 11th for the 

community to get familiar with the changes and a special meeting of the members of March 26th 

to vote on the changes.  

Real Estate- Zoning Committee Report – J. Wimbiscus 

The committee met with Strategy Design Partners to go over a committee charter. The 

committee will go over staff work plans in the next month to align the charter with the work of 

the staff.  

Safety Committee Report: H. Smith 

The Safety Committee also met with Strategy Design Partners and drafted a charter. The 

committee’s general purpose will be to assist and oversee OCI’s efforts to support safety in the 

Ohio City Neighborhood as set forth in the organization’s strategic plan.  



Executive Session: J. Uhlik 

The Board went into Executive Session to address the Executive Director’s annual review.  

Respectfully submitted, 
Virginia Houston 
 

 


